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-  using of the latest learning technologies (applications for mobile phones, 
social networks, blogs). 

Thus, using of innovative approaches to foreign language teaching will 
make long-term learning a favorite for students, stimulate learning regardless 
of the teacher, teach critical and creative thinking, develop students’ 
confidence and desire to learn, work and properly distribute their own 
learning. 
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SOME THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF TEACHING SPEAKING TO 
FUTURE AVIATION SPECIALISTS 

Світлана Муравська, Людмила Герасименко  
(Кропивницький, Україна) 

We live in the global world where communication plays a crucial role. 
When we speak about learning the language, we unconsciously imply the 
development of the abilities to speak this language. According to Folse (2006), 
for most people, the ability to speak a language is synonymous with knowing 
that language since speech is the most basic means of human communication 
[6]. Nevertheless, speaking in a second or foreign language has often been 
viewed as the most demanding of the four language skills. Speaking a 
language is especially difficult for foreign language learners because effective 
oral communication requires the ability to use the language appropriately in 
social interactions. Diversity in interaction involves not only verbal 
communication, but also paralinguistic elements of speech such as pitch, 
stress, and intonation [12; 7].  

Speaking skills in English are extremely valuable for any person. When 
we talk about the sphere of aviation, this issue gets our special attention. As a 
matter of fact, all aviation specialists should be proficient in English as the 
English language is one of the official languages of ICAO (International Civil 
Aviation Organization). Thus, all air-to-ground communication is conducted in 
English.  

Speaking is "the process of building and sharing meaning through the use 
of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts" [5, p.13]. Based on 
Thornbury (2007) spoken interaction involves producing and negotiating 
language rather differently from the way it is used in writing. Speakers and 
listeners are simultaneously involved in both producing and processing spoken 
interactions. They are under time constraints which means that they must 
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process language as they go, with no opportunities to go back and make 
changes. Speakers must also take into account relationships with others, 
adjusting their language according to the meanings they wish to get across, 
and responding to verbal or non-verbal signals from their listeners. Many 
spoken interactions consist of commenting on immediate actions or events, or 
casually moving from one topic to another [4; 11].   

What is “teaching speaking”? 
What is meant by "teaching speaking" is to teach ESL learners to: 
 produce the English speech sounds and sound patterns. 
 use word and sentence stress, intonation patterns and the rhythm of the 

second language. 
 select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social 

setting, audience, situation and subject matter. 
 organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence. 
 use language as a means of expressing values and judgments. 
 use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses, 

which is called as fluency [10]. 
Shumin (1997) states that learning how to speak a second language, in 

this case  English, is not only about knowing the grammatical rules of a 
language, but it is also about knowing how to communicate with native like 
accuracy outside the four walls of the classroom [13]. Luoma (2004) believes 
that speaking is a social activity that is used to show a person’s personality, 
thoughts, and his ability to express him/herself to others. She points out that 
it is an essential skill to communicate with others in different social contexts 
[8]. Therefore, learners improve their speaking skills by sharing ideas, 
discussing information, negotiating meaning, and understanding what is 
spoken to them in different circumstances [2]. 

Baker and Westrup (2003) give significant importance to a speaking skill. 
They state that a classroom is a place where students can practice using the 
language in a supportive environment and not only a place where they learn 
about the rules of language. The success in language learning and the 
effectiveness of the English course are evaluated by learners according to how 
well they feel they have improved in their spoken language proficiency [3].  

When we speak about successful oral practice, a special attention should 
be paid to the issue of designing curricula.  Talley and Hui-ling (2014) observe 
that curriculum for teaching speaking skill should endeavor to expose learners 
to authentic, practical settings for speaking English and encourage active 
learner involvement in the lesson. Talley and Hui-Ling (2014) argue that 
English speaking curriculum should take cognizance of international and local 
cultures which should coexist mutually [14]. In addition, Njagi et al (2014) 
recommend that a curriculum should be designed in a manner that it 
recognizes the classroom activities of learners in order to enhance learning 
outcomes [9]. Tuan and Mai (2015) pinpoint the factors that affect students’ 
speaking performance such as motivation, confidence, anxiety, time, planning, 


