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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDENTS’ COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE IN THE PROCESS OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE
PROFESSION ORIENTED STUDY

AHoTars: Y crarti HIeThesl MPo PO3BUTOK KOMYHIKATUBHOT KOMIIETEHITIT
CTYIEHTIB y HpPOLECl IHIIOMOBHOIO MpO(eCciiHO-OPIEHTOBAHOIO HABYAHHS.
Mera crarti momsrae 'y JAOCHIDKEHHI CyTI, I, NUIAXiB peamsaiii Ta
pE3yJbTATIB PO3BUTKY KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMIIETEHLII YIPOAOBX MPOQeCiiHO-
OpIEHTOBAHOT'O BUBUYCHHSI 1HO3EMHOI MOBH. byino Bu3HaueHO, 110 TpodheciiftHO-
OpIEHTOBaHE BHMBYEHHS 1HO3€MHOI MOBHM — II€ HABYaHHSA, Yy LIEHTPl SIKOTO
3HAaXOAUTHCS MOTpeda CTYACHTIB Y BUBUEHHI 1HO3€MHOI MOBH 3 OPI€HTAIlI€I0 HA
0COOMBOCTI MalOyTHBOI mpodecii Ta creniabHOCTI. ABTOPOM JOCIHIIKEHO,
110 OCHOBHOIO BUMOTOI0 TIPO(ECIHHO-OPIEHTOBAHOTO BUBYCHHS 1HO3EMHOT MOBHU
€ HeOOX1HICTh 30JM3UTH MOTO 3MICT Ta METOAM 3 MaOyTHIMU TTpOodeCcitHUMU
norpedamMu cTyAeHTiB. BogHodac, aBTOp CTBEpIXKY€E, 110 OCHOBHOIO METOIO
npodeciiHO-OpIEHTOBAHOIO  BUBUCHHS  1HO3EMHOI MOBH €  PO3BUTOK
JHTBICTUYHOT, KPOCKYJIBTYPHOI Ta KOMYHIKATUBHOT KOMIIETEHIII].

KirouoBi cioBa: mpodeciiiHo-opieHTOBaHE BHUBYEHHS, 1HO3EMHA MOBA,
BHUIII HaBYAJIbHI 3aKJIa 1, KOMyHIKaTHBHA KOMIICTCHIIISI, KOMYHIKaTUBHI BMiHHS,

3HAaHHs, HABUYKH.



Summary: The article deals with the development of the students’
communicative competence in the process of the foreign language profession
oriented study. The aim of the article is the investigation of the essence, the
purpose, the ways of realization and the results of the communicative
competence development during the profession oriented study of foreign
languages. It has been determined that profession oriented study of the foreign
language is supposed to be the study, in the centre of which there are students’
needs in foreign language learning with the orientation on the peculiarities of the
future profession and specialty. The author defines that one of the main demands
of the professional oriented study of the foreign language is the necessity to
make the content and the methods of its teaching closer to the future practical
and professional needs of students. It has been also said that the main aim of the
foreign language study at the higher educational establishment is the
development of the linguistic, cross-cultural and communicative competence. It
has been stated that different approaches are used in the practice of the
profession oriented foreign languages communication teaching. The
communicative cognitive approach is believed to be the most effective, among
them, as it assures the intensification of the study process, which is very
important due to the reduce of the quantity of classroom training hours and the
increase of the volume of the students’ individual work. The development of the
necessary level of foreign communicative competence in the study process takes
place due to several didactic conditions, such as consideration of psychological
and age peculiarities of people, socialization and favourable social conditions,
the exercising of the optimal speech mechanisms by the teachers, pedagogical
training and the teacher’s mastership, students’ cognitive activity and so on. It
has been defined that the foreign language professional oriented study foresees
professional orientation not only of the content of educational resources, but also
of the activity, which involves means and technique to form professional skills.

Several structural elements of the foreign language profession oriented study



have been distinguished. They are: communicative abilities according to the
types of language activity, language knowledge and skills, social and cultural
knowledge.

Key words: communicative competence, foreign language, profession
oriented study, higher educational establishment, communicative abilities,

knowledge, skills.

Problem statement. In the terms of the international contacts expansion
education humanization and the practical knowledge of the foreign language
encourage the development of the broad minded and socially active personality
of the future specialist, who is capable of the lifelong learning. During the
pedagogical process improvement all the conditions are created for the
development of active, independent and competent personality of the specialist
with the high level of knowledge skills and abilities. The future specialists’
fluency in the foreign language assures the possibilities for the creation of
business, professional and cultural contacts, involves into the world culture and
all human values. At the same time, one of the ways of the contemporary high
school modernization is the implementation of the competence approach, which
Is aimed at the student’s acquisition not only of the theoretic knowledge, but
also at the formation of the experience of the certain activity fulfilment in order
to solve practical tasks. There is a necessity to review the approaches towards
the educational process as a whole and towards the foreign language study in
particular, since the achievement of the high level of the foreign language
command is one of the guarantees of future student’s successful career.

Due to this a profession oriented approach towards the foreign language
study at the higher educational establishments becomes especially essential. It
foresees the formation of the students’ foreign communication ability in the
certain professional, business and scientific spheres and situations taking into

account the peculiarities of the professional thinking.



Recent study analysis. We may find the enlightening of the problems of
profession oriented foreign language study in the works of such foreign
scientists as E. Brewster, H. Gederer, S. Jacobson, G. Eglof, B. Kohonen, R.
Lampola, A. Lund, M. Makosh, B. Moro, B.Rushof, K. Stenberg. The
investigations of national scientists, such as L. Knodel, O. Kovalenko, A.
Kornilova, O. Kuznetsova, O. Pershukova are dedicated to several aspects of the
profession oriented study of the foreign language.

The context of the terms ‘“communicative competence”,
“communicativity”, “communicability”, “communication” have been reviewed
by a lot of psychologists and pedagogues, such as B. Ananiev, G. Andreieva,
O. Bodaliov, G. Borozenets, R. Gryshkova, A. Leontiev, T. Matveieva,
V. Mudryk, L. Petrovska and others. The review of the problem of students’
communicative competence in the process of the foreign language training is
approximately actual and the main tendency of the modern dynamic world, and
the numerous researches of scientists only prove that. In spite of a great quantity
of publications on the problem of the foreign communicative competence
development, there are essential differences in the explanation of this concept
and the definition of its components, which need clarification.

The aim of the article is to investigate the essence, the purpose, the ways
of realization and the results of the communicative competence development
during the profession oriented study of foreign languages.

Main material statement. Profession oriented study of the foreign
language is supposed to be the study, in the centre of which there are students’
needs in foreign language learning with the orientation on the peculiarities of the
future profession and specialty [3, p. 5]. Such approach foresees the combination
of the processes of profession oriented foreign language acquisition with a
development of the students’ personal qualities, the knowledge of the culture of
the foreign country and the acquirement of the special skills, which are based on

the professional and linguistic knowledge. The practical aim of the profession



oriented study of the foreign language lies in the achievement of such level of
the foreign profession oriented communicative competence, which will allow
students to use foreign language during their professional activity according to
the international standards. It is quite natural that due to the high demands for
the higher educational establishment’s graduate towards his professional and
practical knowledge of the foreign language the issues of the development of the
effective methodic of foreign language study for the professional purposes
become more actual.

One of the main demands of the professional oriented study of the foreign
language is the necessity to make the content and the methods of its teaching
closer to the future practical and professional needs of students. According to
this it is very important to investigate the tasks and aims of the foreign language
study, the analysis of the students’ interests and motivation. Firstly it concerns
the selection of the studying material, taking into account the professional
specific character and the level of the communicative competence. The teacher’s
task lies in the special organization of the educational information influence on
the students in order to transform their needs into the source of their activity and
satisfy these needs.

Nowadays most of the scientists claim that the main aim of the foreign
language study at the higher educational establishment is the development of the
linguistic, cross-cultural and communicative competence. The last may be
defined as the ability to conceive and reproduce foreign communication
according to the certain conditions. A lot of researchers determine
communicative competence as an integral personality’s ability to fulfil foreign
communication with the representatives of another culture on the basis of
lexical, grammatical, social and linguistic knowledge. Scientists explain
communicative competence as a combination and content generalization of
theoretical and practical knowledge in the communication sphere, which

encourages mutual understanding and situations, which are necessary for the



successful language interaction. They also believe that communicative
competence is the ability to implement one’s communicative skills in practice.
In this context, there is a structure of communicative competence, which
includes several components: motivational, cognitive, personal and activation.
Working with materials of the foreign editions the student not only improves his
knowledge of the foreign language, but also learns to work with special
literature, gets acquainted with the corresponding terminology and specific for
the foreign specialists system of terms and meanings. It becomes possible only
in case of the close connection between the foreign language and special
subjects. In such a way, the formation of the communicative competence at the
modern stage of society’s development increases student’s educational potential,
the level of the general and professional culture, encourages the preparation to
the intercultural communication.

Recently there has been a tendency to use different approaches in the
practice of the profession oriented foreign languages communication teaching.
An approach is defined as a complex of paradigmatic and pragmatic structures
and mechanisms in practice, which is characterized by the competing strategies
and programs. The communicative cognitive approach is believed to be the most
effective, as it assures the intensification of the study process, which is very
important due to the reduce of the quantity of classroom training hours and the
increase of the volume of the students’ individual work. This approach is aimed
at the development of the main types of communicative activity (reading,
writing, listening comprehension and speaking) in the conditions, which create
the situations of the natural professional foreign communication and encourages
language and mental students’ activity. Communicative cognitive approach also
foresees the solution of practical tasks, which are necessary in the professional
activity, in other words which combine interests and needs. There is a certain

personality, with his own language and mental activity, communicative



intentions in the centre of this process. The communicative activity is the subject
of the development in the process of foreign languages study.

The development of the students’ communicative competence is a
necessary task of the national higher education system in the modern world and
it encourages social and communicative adjustment, increase of the need in
profession communication and self-improvement in the communicative activity,
ability of the collective work, stand their ground, influence and interact. The
formation of the foreign communicative competence is influenced by inner and
outer factors. The motivational sphere is defined by the person’s inner position
and development. QOuter factors include social conditions: the society, in which
communication takes place, its social structure, the difference between native-
speakers in age, social status, cultural level place of residence, language
communicators’ behavior, which depends on the communication situation. The
changes, which take place in our life and the life of the society, demand
corresponding level of communicative level.

We completely agree with N. Brieger that the aim of the lecturer is to
develop language skills that reflect the fundamentals of the students’ specialty
and to develop the communication skills specific in their professional activities.
M. Ellis and Ch. Johnson also believe that learning should be based on the
specific content that is associated with the definite professional area [6].Since
these areas and situations vary depending on the specialty, the content of the
courses of a foreign language will also be different [5]. Based on the assumption
that the specialist of a certain field needs foreign language skills to implement
its informational activities successfully in relevant situations that appeal to his
professional interest, the whole process of the foreign language profession
oriented study should resemble to the real professional activity of certain
specialist.

The development of the necessary level of foreign communicative

competence in the study process takes place due to such didactic conditions as:



consideration of psychological and age peculiarities of people, socialization and
favourable social conditions, the exercising of the optimal speech mechanisms
by the teachers, pedagogical training and the teacher’s mastership, the increase
of the students’ motivation Ilevel towards foreign language study,
implementation of innovative approaches of the education and cognitive
students’ activity, assurance of students’ with methodic materials for the
complex formation of the communicative competence, development of the
students’ cognitive activity, favourable conditions and students’ communicative
activity, supplying of the students with methodic materials in order to form
communicative competence in the complex way, the creation of typical
communication situations in the education process.

The main instrument of realization of the aim of the foreign language
profession oriented education is a content, which foresees the combination of
general and professional components. General component is aimed at the
fulfilment of the general language education, while professional component is
oriented directly at the practical professional activity. The content of the foreign
language profession oriented study is defined on the basis of activity oriented,
competence and intercultural approaches [7, p. 33-37]. Due to such terms
foreign language becomes one of the means of profession study, development
students’ professional interests, their cognitive activity activation, willingness to
use the received knowledge in the sphere of their professional activity.

Since the foreign language profession oriented study is aimed at the
development of the complex of competences, it is the basis of the student’s
general educational and language preparation for life and practical activity,
which foresees knowledge acquisition, development of skills and abilities in a
wide social and narrow professional context. In the modern everyday life it is
very necessary for the highly qualified specialist to be able to conduct
negotiations in native as well as in foreign language. The tendencies of the

modern world and Ukraine, in particular, stimulate people to use foreign



languages more and more often while communicating with foreign partners. The
necessity of foreign language knowledge itself and the ability to communicate
on professional and everyday topics demand from the foreign language teachers
to pay attention to the development of communication in dialogues, which may
be developed during different language situations use. The attention of a lot of
Methodists and pedagogues was concentrated on the development of students’
oral speech. In such a way language situations play a great role in the
development of oral speech. However, we should remember that certain topics
of language situations not only encourage the development of oral speech, but
also stimulate students to professional self-improvement.

The foreign language professional oriented study foresees professional
orientation not only of the content of educational resources, but also of the
activity, which involves means and technique to form professional skills. The
professional orientation of the activity, first of all, demands integrity of the
subject “Foreign language” with profession oriented subjects; secondly, it has an
Important task before the foreign language teacher - to teach the future specialist
to use foreign language as the means of the regular replenishment of his
professional knowledge on the base of connection between subjects; thirdly, it
foresees the use of study forms and methods, which are claimed to assure the
necessary professional skills and abilities of the future specialist [1, p.9].
Professional foreign language study also foresees close interaction of the
teachers of different professorial chairs at all stages of study, including
combined teaching.

During the process of our research we have defined several structural
elements of the foreign language profession oriented study, which may include:

1. Communicative abilities according to the types of language activity

(speaking, listening, reading, writing) on the base of the general and

professional vocabulary. It is stated by different scientists that the final

aim of the profession oriented study of dialogues is a development of the



ability to support conversation, to exchange professional information on a

certain topic purposefully. The study of monologues lies in the formation

of the skills to create different types of texts: presentation of professional
information, report and creation of different presentations, reviews and
discussions.

2. Language knowledge and skills, which include the knowledge of the
phonetic phenomena, grammar forms, the rules of word formation, lexical
units, different terminology, peculiar for certain profession. They are also
the component of such abilities as speaking, listening, reading and
writing.

3. Social and cultural knowledge, which is, in the opinion of the scientist
N. Galskova, have the aim to introduce not only the means of new
communication to the students, but also the culture of the folk, whose
language they study [2, p.14].

Different spheres of profession oriented language study have various
aims. For instance, the aim of the profession oriented study of listening
comprehension is the formation of the ability to receive and understand the
partner’s foreign expressions in the form of monologue or in the process of
dialogue according to the certain real profession sphere or situation. The result
of the profession oriented study of reading should be the formation of skills to
read texts of different styles and genres and of the literature on speciality as
well. The final aim of the profession-oriented study of writing is the
development of the communicative competence, which is necessary for
professional communication in the written form, which is revealed in the ability
to do annotations, summaries as well as the translation of the text on specialty.
Student’s profession oriented lexical awareness may be defined as knowledge of
professional lexical units and the ability to use them in different situations of
professional communication. The conditions for the students’ foreign languages

profession oriented study is the necessity to get acquainted with the special



terminology, the reading of the authentic texts, the formation of the skills of
individual work, to acquire skills of oral foreign communication in different
every day and professional situations. The formation of the profession oriented
awareness lies in the development of the ability to use lexical thinking in
different circumstances, to develop the language ability to think well and
quickly, comparing different opinions and making conclusions, in the extension
of the skills of individual work with text on specialty.

In such a way, the result of the foreign language profession oriented study
Is a profession oriented communicative competence, which may be divided into
such types as information topical (subject plan), conceptual (the knowledge of
professional terminology, phrases, set expressions), language (the ability to
express thoughts in written and oral form), social and linguistic (the command
of the language forms according to the communication situations, country
specific and cultural (the awareness of traditions, customs, way of life). The
above mentioned types of the profession oriented communicative competence
may be successfully implemented in the system of cross disciplinary foreign
language study, the basis of which are social, pedagogical, psychological,
didactic and methodical principles. The successful development of the foreign
language communicative competence is possible under such pedagogical
conditions: 1) the organization of the rational interdependent system of foreign
language study; 2) intensification of the student’s individual educational
activity; 3) implementation of the complex of communicative problem tasks into
all spheres of foreign language study; 4) students’ involvement into different
types of extracurricular activity (research, project and so on) [4].

Conclusions. Taking into account all the above mentioned, we can notify,
that the foreign language profession oriented study is aimed at the formation of
the students’ professional foreign language communicative competence which
demands to subordinate the aims of the foreign language study to the aims of the

higher professional education and to work out the system of education aimed at



the practical needs of the future specialists. The basis of the foreign language
study should be a cross disciplinary interaction of teachers and close connection
between professional and general subjects. Foreign language communicative
competence will enable the higher educational establishment graduates to work
with foreign information resources, get acknowledgment with new world
technologies and tendencies in the certain sphere, establish contacts with foreign
partners in the process of professional activity. It will also encourage the
involvement into world professional community and assure successful
functioning in it. Further research in this direction may be connected, in our
opinion, with the peculiarities of terminology translation during the profession
oriented study of the foreign language.
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