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WAYS OF EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF THE SOUTHERN BUH
ECOCORRIDOR

S. Sovhira Professor, Doctor of Pedagogy, Head of the Department of Chemistry,
Ecology and Their Teaching Methods, Pavlo Tychyna Uman State Pedagogical University

State regional policy becomes increasingly popular in the system of public
administration of social, economic and other processes. In view of this, strategic management
of preservation territories and objects should be considered in the context of regional and
local interests. Therefore, the Southern Buh ecocorridor as the object of the study dedicated to
solve the problems of increasing the efficiency of natural preservation territories and objects;
which are under threat of degradation as a result of continuous territory ploughing and loss of
flora and fauna species, water pollution by economic, communal, industrial runoff and surface
runoff from cultivated land in agriculture.

Landscapes with fragments of natural vegetation cover prevail in the forest-steppe
area of the ecocorridor. Steppe landscapes are almost completely cultivated and used in
agriculture which causes their rapid degradation. Self-restoration processes are occurred only
on the territories taken out from economic use and on natural preservation areas. Natural
diversity of landscapes is represented by 35 landscape areas which are divided in the
following categories: typical, rare and also endangered by the features of soils distribution and
characteristics of vegetative cover. Typical natural complexes are represented by 20 areas
which occupy more than 98% of the ecocorridor area.

Rare and endangered natural complexes are represented by 15 areas with area of 2%
of the ecocorridor territory. Endangered natural complexes are the most vulnerable
complexes, representing the remains of primary natural forests, meadows and steppes among
entirely cultivated lands, which is threatened by the reduction of their areas and ruin as a
result of further antropogenic influence due to the widening of agricultural land.

In particular, the impact of agricultural activity on the state and functioning of the
natural preservation fund is displayed in the following factors: improper use and removal
from the land of natural preservation fund; unpermitted cutting of forests; exceeding the
norms of permissible recreational load; poaching; insufficient budget financing of the
institutions of natural preservation fund; degradation of vegetative areas; loss of biolandscape
diversity; loss of biological stability by ecosystems; threat of loss already protected and
reserved for natural reserves of unique and standard natural complexes, etc.

A serious barrier for further functioning of the Southern Buh ecocorridor is the lack
of water protection belts, mass building of the territories of promising for ecological systems
with elite cottage housing and country complexes, fragmentation of vegetative cover, etc.

The South Buh river is divided by dams and almost changed on a number of artificial
reservoirs. The river valley is largely used for agricultural activity and housing building. Plots
in natural and semi-natural state occupy a relatively small total area. Belt of natural vegetation
along the river is rarely wider beyond 50-200m from the water line and disappears almost
completely within the settlements.

All this said was directed to the development of a complex of measures for effective
functioning of the Southern Buh ecocorridor, which include its argumentation by
administrative-and-territorial and regional division and defining of promising reserve objects
of ecocoridor for their further protection.
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